
Following his mother’s suggestion, Larry 
took piano lessons in Marion, South Da-
kota when he was ive. His lifelong inter-
est in photography began when was given 
a Brownie camera at age eight.  In high 
school he studied art photography, began 
studying the guitar, and eventually formed 
a dance band. In 1961 he moved to San 
Francisco to study classical guitar with 
Harry Alto and joined the band, Meridian 
West. As part of the back to the land move-
ment in 1974 he settled in Kentucky.

Laverne began to take her journal writ-
ing more serious in 1977 when she read 
May Sarton’s Journal of Solitude.  After 
an empowering experience of performing 
her poetry, she formed the Working Class 
Kitchen and began organizing poetry read-
ings in Kentucky,nationally and in Northern 
Ireland.  In 2004 she received her MFA in 
Writing from Spalding University.  Her de-
sire to blend writing and art, led her to study 
Fiber Art with Arturo Alonzo Sandoval at the 
University of Kentucky. 
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Laverne and Larry have been collabo-
rating since their marriage in 1988. Not 
only do they blend eleven children and 
seven grandchildren, they blend  their 
various art forms of music, poetry, spo-
ken word and photos to create artist 
books, installations and performances.   

Currently they live in a cabin in the 
foothills of the Appalachian Mountains.  
Their goal is to create serenity.  Each 
day begins walking the dogs in the 
woods, capturing photos and continu-
ing long conversations which eventu-
ally evolve into poems, stories and 
performances.
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You are unique, darlin’



unique at this very moment
the way you dress
the way you write

the smile you share.

you are an original

there are not duplicates
there is no one to compete with

you are unique

and you have a unique 
relationship with God

your are meant to be eternal
to live forever



so listen



listen to the distant echo
calling to your soul

be yourself and get that 
this is it



there are no more tomorrows
get that this is it

and the journey begins



the race is on
the choice yours

the goal faith

you know
the don’t worry

everything will be all right faith

get the faith
get the don’t worry

and you’re home free



 this is it



give thanks for what you’ve got

imagine what you want

and you’re home free



then your real life begins
your life of growth



‘cause when you’re growing
you are living life to its fullest

and growth is where it’s at, darlin’
so take a chance and grow



there’s no need to worry



remember
you got the faith

you got the 
don’t worry

every thing will be all right faith 



being here now
is

the passage to growth



the passage growth
is

the way it is



the way it is
is

this is it



get that this is it
and the journey begins

the growth begins

. . .and through it all
through all the growth
through all the change

who you are 
remains the same

in the presence of change



. . .and the gift you give



is being committed
to doing good
to living love.
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